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Abstract:

This study focuses on the impact of education investment
on rural income disparity in the context of the rural
revitalization strategy. In recent years, with the country’s
emphasis on issues relating to agriculture, rural areas,
and farmers, the rural revitalization strategy has emerged
as a crucial measure to promote rural development.
However, rural income disparity continues to be one of the
key factors constraining rural revitalization. Education,
serving as a vital pathway for enhancing human capital
and fostering social equity, plays a significant role in
narrowing rural income disparity. Through literature
review, comparative studies, descriptive research, and
other methodologies, this study conducts a thorough
analysis of the specific impact mechanism of education
investment on rural income disparity and proposes policy
recommendations aimed at strengthening rural education
investment and promoting rural revitalization. The research
findings will offer practical guidance regarding the roles
and responsibilities of governments, societies, and markets
in rural education investment, thereby facilitating the
effective implementation of the rural revitalization strategy.
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1. Introduction

In the context of the country’s heightened attention
to issues relating to agriculture, rural areas, and farm-
ers, as well as the implementation of the rural revi-
talization strategy, the issue of rural income disparity
has become prominent, hindering comprehensive
rural development. Education, as a key factor in en-

hancing human capital and promoting social equity,
is regarded as an important pathway to reduce rural
income disparity. This study delves into the intrinsic
link between education investment and rural income
disparity, aiming to provide theoretical support and
policy recommendations for rural revitalization. The
research content encompasses clarifying the rela-
tionship mechanism between education investment



and income disparity, assessing the current status and
challenges of education investment, exploring optimiza-
tion strategies, and proposing specific policy recommen-
dations. Through literature review, comparative studies,
and descriptive analysis, the study systematically collects
and analyzes data, striving to accurately capture the actual
effects of education investment on reducing rural income
disparity, thereby providing a scientific basis for policy
formulation and facilitating the effective implementation
of the rural revitalization strategy.

2. Analysis of the Current Status of
Rural Education Investment

2.1 Overview of Rural Education Investment

In recent years, as the country’s emphasis on education
has continually increased, rural education investment
has shown a trend of steady growth. The government has
worked to enhance the quality and quantity of rural edu-
cational resources through measures such as increasing
financial allocations and implementing various education
projects. However, despite an overall increase in invest-
ment, rural education investment remains relatively low
compared to urban areas.

Specifically, rural education investment primarily includes
education funding, educational resources, and teaching
staff. In terms of education funding, although the country
has progressively increased financial allocations to rural
education each year, due to the weak economic foundation
in rural areas, education funding often fails to meet actual
needs. In terms of educational resources, rural schools
lack adequate hardware facilities, teaching equipment,
library materials, etc., and cannot compare with urban
schools. In terms of teaching staff, rural schools generally
face issues such as the loss of excellent teachers and un-
reasonable teacher structures, affecting the improvement
of education quality.

2.2 Policy Orientation of Education Investment
under the Rural Revitalization Strategy

The implementation of the rural revitalization strategy has
brought new opportunities and challenges to rural educa-
tion investment. The country has issued a series of policy
documents explicitly stating the need to increase support
for rural education and promote balanced urban-rural
education development. These policy documents em-
phasize the following points: Firstly, increasing financial
investment requires governments at all levels to enhance
financial allocations for rural education, ensuring the nor-
mal operation and development needs of rural schools.
Secondly, optimizing resource allocation involves promot-
ing the inclination of educational resources towards rural

Dean&Francis

TIANYU WANG

areas, improving the conditions for running rural schools,
and enhancing rural education quality. Thirdly, strength-
ening the construction of the teaching staff entails imple-
menting programs such as special posts for rural teachers
and national training plans to improve the quality and
ability of rural teachers. Fourthly, promoting education
equity involves paying attention to the educational needs
of rural poverty-stricken areas and vulnerable groups, and
implementing measures such as education-based poverty
alleviation and student subsidies to ensure that every child
can enjoy fair and quality education.

These policy orientations provide clear directions for ru-
ral education investment and also offer important policy
backgrounds and support for this study.

2.3 Major lIssues Existing in Rural Education
Investment

Despite the increased attention and support given to rural
education investment under the rural revitalization strat-
egy, there are still some pressing issues that need to be
addressed. Firstly, there is a problem of funding shortage.
Insufficient funding for rural education is one of the main
factors constraining its development. Due to the weak
economic foundation of rural areas, local governments
struggle to finance all educational expenditures, resulting
in operational difficulties for rural schools. Secondly, the
issue of uneven resource allocation persists. The imbal-
ance in educational resource allocation between urban
and rural areas remains prominent. Compared to urban
schools, rural schools lag significantly in terms of hard-
ware facilities, teaching equipment, and library resources.
Thirdly, there is a weakness in the teaching staff. Rural
schools commonly face the problem of losing excellent
teachers. Restricted by factors such as the working en-
vironment and remuneration, it is difficult to attract and
retain high-quality teachers. Meanwhile, the existing
teaching staff also faces issues such as an unreasonable
structure and lagging professional development. Lastly,
there is a problem of varying educational quality. Due to
the aforementioned issues and the influence of outdated
educational concepts and teaching methods, the quality
of rural education is generally low and uneven. This not
only hinders the comprehensive development of students
but also restricts the sustainable development of the rural
economy and social stability.

3. Impact of Education Investment on
Rural Income Disparity

3.1 Mechanism of the Influence of Education
Investment on Rural Residents’ Income

Education, as a crucial driving force for enhancing human
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capital, broadening employment opportunities, promoting
industrial structure optimization, and expanding social
networks, has a profound impact on raising the income
levels of rural residents. By increasing investment in
education, rural residents can gain access to more educa-
tional opportunities, significantly enhancing their skills,
knowledge, and abilities. This, in turn, strengthens their
productivity and innovation capabilities, enhances their
employment competitiveness, and boosts their income
levels. A solid educational background makes them more
likely to secure high-quality employment opportunities,
with accompanying high salaries and broad career devel-
opment prospects directly contributing to income growth.
Simultaneously, education facilitates the transformation of
rural industrial structures towards high value-added indus-
tries such as modern agriculture, rural tourism, and rural
e-commerce, opening up new paths for rural economic de-
velopment. Furthermore, education assists rural residents
in building more extensive social networks, enhancing
their information acquisition and resource integration
capabilities, enabling them to keenly identify market op-
portunities, improve business efficiency, and ultimately
achieve steady income growth.

3.2 Impact of Education Investment on Rural
Income

Education investment exerts a direct and profound in-
fluence on enhancing rural residents’ income levels and
adjusting income disparities. It not only directly strength-
ens rural residents” employment competitiveness and
salary levels by improving rural educational conditions
and teaching quality, but also makes well-educated labor
more competitive in the market, enabling them to obtain
higher salaries and career development opportunities. Si-
multaneously, education investment plays a vital role in
regulating income disparities by balancing the allocation
of educational resources and providing fair educational
opportunities for children from low-income families. This
helps them break the cycle of poverty, narrows the gap
with high-income families, and promotes balanced rural
economic development and social equity and justice.
However, it is noteworthy that the impact of education
investment on rural income disparities exhibits significant
regional and demographic differences. In economically
developed regions, due to abundant and balanced edu-
cational resources, the effect of education investment
on narrowing income disparities is more pronounced. In
contrast, economically underdeveloped regions face chal-
lenges such as scarce educational resources and uneven
resource allocation, resulting in relatively limited effects.
Furthermore, the positive impact of education investment
on low-income and vulnerable groups is particularly
prominent, whereas its role in income enhancement may

be more limited for those who have already received high-
er education.

4. Optimization Strategies for Educa-
tional Investment under the Rural Re-
vitalization Strategy

4.1 Increasing Financial Investment

The government should continue to enhance financial in-
vestment in rural education to ensure the steady growth of
rural education funding. Priority should be given to rural
education needs in budget formulation, with a rational al-
location of education expenditure structures to guarantee
the effective implementation of various education poli-
cies. Simultaneously, supervision and evaluation of the
utilization of education funding should be strengthened to
ensure transparency and efficiency in fund usage.

4.2 Optimizing Resource Allocation Schemes

Addressing the issue of uneven distribution of education-
al resources in rural areas, it is necessary to formulate
scientific and reasonable resource allocation plans. By
adjusting the educational layout, integrating educational
resources, and promoting the integrated development of
urban and rural education, the structure of educational
resource allocation can be optimized. Special attention
should be given to allocating resources to impoverished
areas and underperforming schools to ensure that every
rural child can enjoy fair and quality educational resourc-
es.

4.3 Strengthening Teacher Team Construction

Teachers are the key to educational development. Mea-
sures should be implemented to strengthen the construc-
tion of rural teacher teams and improve the professional
quality and teaching abilities of rural teachers. Policies
such as the “Special Posts Plan” and free normal student
programs should be employed to attract talented individu-
als to teach in rural areas; teacher training and profession-
al development support systems should be strengthened,;
and measures to improve the treatment and status of rural
teachers should be taken to stimulate their work enthusi-
asm and creativity.

4.4 Promoting Modern Educational Technology

The application of modern educational technology can
greatly enhance teaching effectiveness and learning expe-
riences. Increased investment and support should be pro-
vided to rural schools in modern educational technology
to promote the deep integration of information technology
with education and teaching. Measures such as construct-



ing digital campuses, promoting smart classrooms, and
developing high-quality digital educational resources
should be implemented to elevate the informatization lev-
el and teaching modernization of rural schools.

5. Conclusion

This study delves into the impact of educational invest-
ment on rural income disparities within the context of
the Rural Revitalization Strategy, highlighting the pivotal
role of educational investment in enhancing rural human
capital and narrowing income gaps. By analyzing various
factors such as educational funding, resources, quality,
and opportunities, we have found that educational invest-
ment significantly boosts rural residents’ income levels
and helps alleviate income inequality within rural areas.
These findings underscore the importance of increased
educational investment by the government and various
sectors of society, providing robust theoretical support for
the Rural Revitalization Strategy.

However, this study also acknowledges certain limita-
tions, including the restrictiveness of the data sample
and the complexity of variable control. Future research
could further expand data sources, refine variable control
methods, and delve deeper into the differentiated impacts
across different regions and educational stages. We hope
that this study will inspire more in-depth discussions on
the relationship between rural educational investment and
rural revitalization, jointly promoting the comprehensive
development of rural areas.
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